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Former Richmond cop
indicted for enticing 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. – A former

sergeant with the Richmond, Mo., Police

Department and a Kansas City-area

attorney were indicted by a federal grand

jury, in separate and unrelated cases, on

charges related to using the Internet to

entice a child to engage in illicit sexual

conduct. Rick E. Enss, 41, of Norborne,

Mo., was charged in a five-count

indictment returned by a federal grand

jury in Kansas City on March 30, 2005.

Jan Pleasant Helder, Jr., 42, of Mission

Hills, Kan., was charged with using the

Internet in an attempt to entice a minor to

engage in illegal sexual activity in a

single-count indictment re turned by a

federal grand jury in Kansas City. Helder

is an attorney in private practice.

Columbia woman charged
for illegally buying gun 

COLU MBIA, Mo. – A Columbia,

Mo., woman was indicted by a federal

grand jury for illegally purchasing a

firearm for her former boyfriend, Richard

T. Evans, who committed suicide as he

was being sought by law enforcement

officers in connection with the shooting

death of a Columbia, Mo., police officer.

Christinia R. Lowe, 24, of Columbia, was

charged in an indictment re turned by a

federal grand jury on March 11, 2005, in

Jefferson City, Mo.

School superintendent
indicted for embezzling

KANSAS CITY, Mo. – The former

superintendent of the Pattonsburg School

District pleaded guilty in federal court to

embezzling more than $844,000 from the

school district. Ronnie Gene DeShon, 50,

of Gallatin, Mo., waived his right to a

grand  jury indictment and pleaded guilty

before U.S. District Judge Howard F.

Sachs to a federal information that charges

him with program fraud.

Organized Crime Strike Force Unit Update

By Paul S. Becker, Unit Chief

In 2004 the Organized Crime Strike Force Unit prosecuted and tried a case

involving bribery at Rockhurst University and labor offenses as well as launching an

investigation into the involvement of alleged members of  the Gambino crime family in

New York and its infiltration into a telephone company in Cass County Missouri.  The

Rockhurst bribery case involved payments made to the chief of Rockhurst’s physical

plant in order to secure contracts for demolition work and the labor offenses involved the

failure to make payments to union pension and benefit funds by the same demolition

company.  The investigation of the Cass County telephone company involved the

creation of false and fraudulent invoices in order to receive additional subsidies provided

to rural telephone companies.

In FY 2004, the Western District of Missouri filed 352 cases charging federal

firearm violations. This total was the highest number of cases filed in any district in the

country.  Also in calendar year 2004, investigative and prosecutive actions undertaken

through the Project Safe Neighborhood program in the Kansas City area resulted in the

indictment of 171 individuals, 156 determinations of guilt either through pleas or  trial,

and 169 sentences.  Since the inception of the program in Kansas City, grand jury

indictments have been handed down for 721 individuals, resulting in an average sentence

of 4.6 years and the recovery of over 1,300 firearms. At the same time, many categories

of reported  crimes have fallen to and maintained 30 year lows.

The Ceasefire program has also engaged in community outreach and education

programs to deter firearm violence. The Re-entry project is a combined effort of the

Missouri Department of Probation and Parole, law enforcement and community support

agencies. Recently released state felons are told of the Ceasefire program and the

consequences if they carry a gun. Additionally, the felons and their families heard an

outline from social service providers of the programs that are available to assist them.

Studies by our research partners at the University of Missouri-Kansas City have shown a

higher positive  attitude of these groups towards law enforcement and the  community

groups versus a control group that had not attended the meetings. Connections to

Success, a faith-based organization, is also working with recently released prisoners.    

In addition, 2004 saw Kansas City host the Project Safe Neighborhoods Annual

National Convention the week of June 14, 2004.  This convention brought together over

1,150 federal, state, and local prosecutors, law enforcement officials, community

leaders, and other members of Project Safe Neighborhoods teams from across the nation

to discuss efforts to reduce and prosecute gun crimes.  Featured speakers at the

convention included Attorney General John Ashcroft and United States Attorney Todd

Graves.  

The attendees at this convention represent 94 Pro ject Safe Neighborhoods task

forces, led by the United States Attorneys’ Offices, that seek to implement a coordinated

strategy to identify the most pressing gun crime problems in their areas and to attack

these problems through a combination of tactics involving prevention, deterrence and

aggressive prosecution.  Though the nation-wide goal remains the reduction of gun

violence, the diversified aspects of the Project Safe Neighborhoods Task Forces allow

each local program to fit the unique gun crime problem in that district.

In the Western District of Missouri, as the Project Safe Neighborhoods Task Force

looks forward to the challenges of 2005, there will be a renewed emphasis on combating

violent gang crimes and career criminals as well as continued concentration on

community education and  the prosecution of felons in possession of firearms.  Those

prosecutive  and community outreach strategies will in its first five years be expanded to

insure that the illegal possession of firearms will continue to decrease.




